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yond the ſerif ly Fuſt, * Honeſt Man. A 
Sermon preach'd at the Cathedral, Church 
of Lincoln, on the Sth of Marth, 1724. 
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Look not every Mas on bis own + Tis a, 
but every Man alſo on he e 7 


overs. 


HE gen i Stel of 1 A 98 
bas orm'd every, Thing: 1 
is made, to be ſerviceable to 
lomething elſe beſides it ſelf; 
Ain ſo many Reſpeds as He 
it with Capacities : In this, 
Relation of mutual Services, the Good of 
the WHOLE is admirably. promoted; and - 
in the Promotion of that, is to be ſought, 
and ſeen, the Harmony of the Univerſe, 

and the great Glory of God. 

Ox all ſublunary Creatures Man has che 
Title of moſt Excellent. But what Good 
would that, or his very Being here do him, 
deſtitute of the Aids and Comforts of So- 
B tlety ? 
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ety-? Tothis . oe ve! N Means 
e Happineſs, are we all Gilpeſg 
of preſet and by Need. And as we ay 
12 actual Poſſeflion of that Birth-Right Ae 
Mankind, thoſe Helps and Benefits, 821 
were the Inceptive Reaſon, and muſt be 
the Continuance of Society; it ought cer- 
tainly to be better conſiderd by all, as 
they are ſociable Perſons, how much they 
are bound by the inviolable Tie, and Condi- 
tion of Society, to live not only to them- 
ſelves, but to the Good of others alſo: To 
repay their Service, to intend their Wel- 
fare, and actually contribute our beſt En- 
deavours to that End. And every Mem- 
ber has receiv'd ſome Talent or Capacity 
for benefiting their Neighbour, and carry- 
ing on the Proſperity of the whole Body 
Civil to which he belongs; not a ſingle 
Perſon from the Spade to the Scepter, who 
is not in ſome Office or other for the Good 
of his Country, and of Mankind. And 
all the Right and Claim any one, in what- 
ever Station or Degree, can pretend to have, 
as a Receiver of Benefits, is founded in his 
Readineſs to repay them: A Return of Be- 
nevolence and Service in ſome Kind or 
other, is the Human Condition of receiving; 
' ſeldom or never expreſly ſtipulated, becauſe 
perpetually underſtood. And ſo well un- 
derſtood, that where-ever it fails, the Ti- 


tle is ; cancell'd in SO Op Wap. Ke. 
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Receivers from others, 7. e. thoſe Poſſeſſors 
of their own, who confine all to themſelves 
regardleſs of others, are accordingly look'd 
upon as inhuman Sort of People, 7. e. Cri- 
minals againſt Society; and as Criminals 
therefore branded, as they deſerve, by all 
around them, with Degeneracy, and Worth- 
J77%%/%˙%éê 8 
ON the other Hand; the general Value 
and Eſteem heap'd on thoſe, whoſe Con- 
duct and Actions are adorn'd with Publick- 
mindedneſs ; never attempting to procure 


their own Profit at the certain Detriment of 


the Public, but always in Concurrence 
with, and Subordination to its Advantage, 
15 a further Atteſtation , that to conſult the 
Welfare of others, as well as ſelf, is the in- 
diſpenſible Duty of Men aggregated in 
Towns, Cities, and Nations; the funda- 
mental Law of Community, and the Cor- 
ner-Stone that ſupports Society. 7 
Ay ſeeing it is the Will of Heaven to 
bring us to the Happineſs of this World, 
and the next, by the Means of Society, and 
the Practice of the Homolitical Virtues ; 
and we are all incorporated in the common 
Obligations of living, and depending one 
upon another, in Offices and reciprocal Ser- 


* 
1 
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yices, how ſelf-evident is it, that every 
Member is eſſentially obliged to be influ- 
enc'd by this Duty of the Text, and where 
it is wanting, to be recover'd to it? 
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right, praiſe it as lovely, and of: good: Re- 
pert; no Backwardneſs, nor the leaſt Diſa- 
greement in commending the Duty. But 
ſo it is, I know not by what Incogitancy, 


Practice to their Neighbours, and be be- 
holden to it with all their Heart, that they 
may call in their Concern to their private 
Advantages, and fo ſtingily confine it there, 
that 1t is That, and That only they call their 
Intereſt, and for that ſolely can they feel 
any Concern, And when they fet up for 
Self-aim at ſuch a rate, that the Damage of 
others, thair Fellow Members, 1s not ſcru- 
pled to promote the fame, the Mifchief 
HATS out on all ſides; inſomuch that Caves 
and Deſarts would be every where preferable 
to the living among Men, if ſome Bounds 
Were not ſet tO. the Encroachments of this 
Author of all Diſorder, and Confounder of 
the World, by ſuch municipal Laws as are 
_ effeual for ceerctng, anddeterring the moſt 
injurious Crimes of Selfiſhneſs.  _: 
Bx various leſs open Ways,moregver, not 
hoſtile Spirit to Society perpetually works, 
and carries on its abominable Deſigus to the 
Damage of Abundancde. | 


ALL which is certainly owing to an incon- 
ſiderate, falſe, nay even abſurd Notion of 
Self love, that inmoſt, and moſt innate 
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the Generality are agreed to ſhift off the 


gognizable to Human Judicatories, this 
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Principle of us all. For it maſk be granted, 
that 1 rightly .circunftane' d 2 
directed, is of God, brea d in With che 
Breath of Life, 2 confcions; careful Duty. 
that- mightily: promotes his Glory, by: belt 
ſecuring our own Happineſs; graundin 
on that firſt Care, as the Cauſe of al 
Care either of gur ow ſelves, ox of others; 
and will as certainly, and for that never- 
failing Reaſon enlarge itſelf into Publick 
ſpiritedneſs, namely, as foon as i eſtimates 
elf by this wile * zelis ours Standard 
of the 1 s öl ene 0 , 
NOW If Religion is kor tins good of: 80+ 
ciety, it muſt be the Buſineks af Religion to 
promote that publick happy-making Spirit. 
And it is in fact, the Glory of Chriftianity, 
above all Religions, to abound with: Pre- 
cepts and Directions drawn from the higheſt 


e for eſtabliſhing that Bleſfing, by in- 


ing its Votaries with a Delight in every 
Perſon's Happineſs, as well as their Own 
and with Deſires and Deſigns of promoting 


it; not ene but regulating the Love 


to its true Perfection; reſtoring it 


0 its proper Poſture and Subordination in 
Life; enlarging it from the narrow Priſon 
of Self eonſinement, to diſcharge the Duty: 
and enjoy the Pleaſures of doing Good; re- 
pleniſtung the Man and Citizen with the 
wel good Nature, 820 deft 1 Ci- 


vility, 
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vility, the moſt Godlike, the moſt univerſal 
iw» ́ COLD HSC) TR 

Ap as all this is accompliſh'd by duly 
obſerving this Apoſtolical Injunction of the 
Text, I hope it will be thought proper at 
this general Inqueſt of the County concern- 
ing the Violation of thoſe Laws, wherein 
we are united and related to the whole 
Kingdom, that I endeavour, at this time, 
to recommend that excellent Principle of 2 
Publick Spirit, which, as it firſt dictated all 
our Laws, ſo would it prevent almoſt all 
Breaches of them, which are always owing 
to the apparent want of it. And becauſe in 
the Decay of this, moſt People deſire to be 
both Judge and Party in their own Cauſe, 
Law and Government breathing nothing 
but publick Concern, are abſolutely necef- 
ſary to interpoſe, for deciding impartially 
— A 0 a7ITOP 


me, 


I. To aſſign the proper Meaſures: for diſ- 


charging the Duty of a Public Spirit, 


conſiſtently with the Love we owe our 
H. Tax Obligations we are under from the 
-- Religion we profeſs to be conſtant, and 


perfect in the Practice of it. And then! 


may, and ought in thlne 


III. Place 


Ix difcourſing of this Subject, permit 
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Il. Place to recommend the Signs and good 
Effects of a regular Performance, 1 in all 
Men ag us. © hots) 


Tas firſt agb into che Metra af 
diſcharging, Cc. is the more neceſſary, be- 
cauſe none would know where to find an 
Excuſe for their Defaults, if it was not for 
ſome miſtaken Notions about Self-Iove. But 
they may be eaſily clear'd up, by obſerving 
that there are two ſorts of it; one true, 
prudent, and very good ; the other falſe, 
imprudent, and criminal. The latter we 
ought religiouſly to decline, as the Fountain 
of all the Evil and Corruption that is in the 
World ; the former we ſhould cleave faſt to, 
as the Foundation of Religion and good 
Government. For what makes Men religi- 
ous or governable, but the Love of our 
own Happineſs, the Fear of Shame and 
Puniſhment, and the Deſire of Reward, 
Peace, and Good-will from God and Man? 
And what is that but Love of our ſelves, in 
its true and beſt Senſe? To love our ſelves 
is the firſt Law we are acquainted with, and 
to forbid it in the Meaſures wherein It 
obliges, is unnatural, and impious. It 1s fo 
primary and inbred, that it is needleſs to 
enjoin it by a written Law. Nor do the 
written Laws of God or Man, meddle any 
farther, than to circumſcribe it aright. (To 
147 Ons 's-ſelf much better than another, is 3 
= tnat 
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that More in every Body's Eye, which is 


never offentive , but when it grows up to 


ſuch a Beam as to blind chem from looking 


on the Things of others.) The Laws of 
God ſuppoſe and encourage it by all Pre- 
cepts of Induſtry and Diligence in every 


one's temporal, and eternal Welfare. The 
Laws and Conſtitutions of Men fo far pro- 


tect the Love of a Man's ſelf, that in ſome 


Caſes they puniſſi the Neglect of it. If 2 


Man diſmembers himſelf from the public 
Service; or any (compos mentis) ate ſo loſt 
to Self-Love, as to deſtroy themſelves, 
they appoint condign Puniſhment. In other 


Caſes not fit for me to enumerate, they al. 
low all juſt Excuſe, in repelling ſudden Af- 


ſaults, rather than expoſe to Wrong, or in- 


ſult, the juſt Regard every Subject ought to 
have for his own Preſervation. | And for 
his profiting moreover above his Fellows, 


allowing of Patents,confining the whole Profit 


to private ſelf, for a Time (whoever is even 


of an accidental good Genius) as a Reward 


of his Ingenuity for Public Good. And 


both of them upon a Foundation 28 


laſting as human Nature, viz. That the 
Regard we owe to the Preſervation, and 


Profit of the Public, is unqueſtionably 


built upon the Concern we ought to main- 


7 


and Profit, For is not every particular 
| Perſon's Liberty „Peace, a nd Safety in- 


volved 
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volved in that of the other; flouriſhing 
when that flouriſhes , and ſuffering in its 
Furt? Can the Hand, or Finger pretend to 
be entirely well, or in Safety, when the 
whole Body is ill, or in danger? No; we 
are all perſonally intereſted in the publick 
Welfare, and there having our all, have all 
an equal Share in that Bank. All Conti- 
nuance of Property, all Civil, and Religi- 
ous Liberty, all that is, or ſnould be valua- 
ble to any one in particular, is there re- 
poſited, If then our perſonal Enjoy ments 
evidently ſubſiſt in, and with thoſe of the 
Community, and we are all Dependents on 
its Welfare and Proſperity, how undema- _ 
ble are our Obligations to be all zealouſly 
devoted thereunto ? Since by guarding and 
ſtrengthening that , we are all the Time 
erecting ſo much the ſtronger Bulwark about 
our own Property, and Tranquility. Who- 
ever loves himſelf with any Diſcretion, 
will therefore love the other, and put on 
due Conſideration for the ſame, as well as 
for himſelf; knowing the Sanction of his 
own implicated Benefit ſufficient ſelf-Rea- 
ſon, for promoting that of the Countrey 
where he lives; in full Aſſurance, that to 
have Concern enough for that, is to have 
the wiſeſt Concern for himſelf, Beſides, a 
Diſpoſition, fand Endeavours for other Peo- 
ple's Good naturally begets in them a 
Diſpoſition ; with = Endeavours alſo for 
„„ our 
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our Good; to uphold us in it, and recover 
us out of the Loſſes and Afflictions to which 


| the Life of Man is continually ſuhject. And 
j if this redounds ſo much every Way to our 
| _ own. Account; and the Neglect of others 
lj Benefit reciprocally produces a Neglect of 
j ours, can any Thing be more politic, or 
| more profitable, than the Obligingneſs of | 
| ſuch a Diſpoſition? Or more. wretchedly 
| | falſe and unwiſe to our own Intereſt, than 


the contrary Behaviour? _ 1 
Ox Member of the Body natural is in- 
capable of performing all Functions; but 
when all do their ſeveral Parts, the whole 
Is ſupported in Health and Vigor: fo the 
Body Public muſt derive its Strength and 
Ability from every one's performing his 
Share of Aſſiſtance in his reſpective Station; 
No Man poſſibly can do all, every one ea- 
ſily his Part. And the true virtuous ſelt- 
Love diſpoſes every one to reſpect himſelf 
and ſolicit his o.]n Advantage no farther, 
than as he is a Member of Society conjoin d 
with the Good of other Members, and al- 
ways in Deference to the ſame. Being al- 
ways influenc d by this certain Truth, That 
. the Community was not ordain'd for him 
alone, to have every Thing go to his Hu- 
mour, and Liking: But that he himſelf was 
born for Society, for the Aid, Convenience 
and Comfort of others. Tho' he bears the 
Relation of Equality to ſome other Parts, 
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2 Part with reſp ect to the 3 as What 


am I among o ny? — This Referee 
to the Good of the Whole is that Wiſdont, 


which has ede natural Equality inte 
Political Order and Subordination, a 
Birth to the ſeveral Forms of Governmen 
2nd to all the ſocial Virtues 

WE may obſerve, nay ought to e. 
tulate our ſelves in the Obſervation, that 
That Government i is aſſi uredly moſt falhion'd 
according to the divine Will and Model, 


(the prime Author of Society) when, and 


where it is order'd by the Good” of the 
5 in the perfecteſt Preſervation of 


every one's civil, and religious Rights; and 


whenever it is dminiſtred by the Meafiires, 
which beſt 2 to that. greateſt Bleſſing 
upon Earth, 

HEN it is Fesbonthr We, that no one 
particufar Perſon (whatſoever he may pres 
tend) can poſſibly haveany Right; or Claim 
wh 8e g to the Prej dice, much lefs to 
the Subverſh non of the Good of the Wh ole. 


tion, is dorn to think, and bound of God, 
and Reaſon to believe, that His particular 
Fortune, Life, or Commodity, ought! ne- 
ver to ſtand In Competion with , ' muſt al- 
way: Yield” and be devoted to the Safe- 
guard of the Whole, as ſoon : as eve er it be- 
coryes incompatible therewith, -- 3 

C 2 . 


It 
fill he can Nel to no more than that of 


ut chat every ery Perſon ri ß whatever Race or 
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abſconds itsſelf from all theſe Conſidera- 
tions. As a Sinner againſt God, it delibe- 
rately ſtains his excellent Glory, by making 


little narrow ſelf the paultry End of his 


Creation, and the Center of all his Heavenly 
Purpoſes : as a Sinner againſt Society and 


common Gratitude, it carries on its grovel- 


ing Advantage at the Inconvenience of it 
cares not who; as if independent, ſelf-ſuff. 


cient, and unoblig d to thoſe good Offices of 


others, which manifeſtly ſuſtain, and cheriſh 
him, as if he in particular was the ade- 
quate Meaſure of every thing to be done for 


the Public. What has no immediate Ten- 
dency that way, is of no Signification to 


him; and juſt as it happens to affect him, 
he ſets himſelf to ſpeak for, or againſt 
it. Self is his Public, ſelf is uppermoſt 
in all Tranſactions, whilſt it is under 
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Men ſpall be Lovers of themſelves,” i. e. in 
this vicious Manner. He that is govern'd 
only by it, cuts off Alliance with Neigh- 
bourhood becomes Hhumourſome, churliſh, 
cloſe, and to the doing any diſintereſtec 
Kindneſs, reprobate; having not the Princi- 
ple of Good, nor the Law of God, and So- 
ciety operating in him, is a condemning 
Law to himſelf, and deteſted as a common 
Enemy by others „as unſociable, as in- 
tolerable, as inſenſible of the Good of others. 

Tuks E are a few of the irregularities 
and Abuſes of that Self- affection, which 
obſtruct the Duty of the Text, Mis defeat 
its Influences. But when it keeps within 
its Sphere, and is influenc'd by Reaſon, and 
guided by Religion, it determines every 
Man the more firmly, and prompts him 
with all Alacrity to the Obedience of our 
Ap olle And J hope we ſhall be the better 
be. end to be NR” we HIRE conſider d 
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the further Obligations we are under to the 


Exerciſe of a in e from the 228 
| a we nen 


WI E are either kale Wer" or Sky for- 4 
yk Learners in the School of Chriſt, if 
we don't perfectly know, that the Extirpa- 
non a that e kite which ſo 
8 much 
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fo: many Injuries , ; Diſorders, and 
among Menu, is the directing Genius of His 
Divine Inſtitutions. Let his true Chrith. 
anit have its due Effect upon us, nothing 
of thuit common Unha ppineſs, and Diſgrace 
CS: be found” among Chriſtians. For 
nothing can be more certain, than that the 
Purpoſe of that is to mend all bad Diſpo- 
fitions, by ſtor ing and engraſting the Mind 
with Principles of Beneficence, and Eove: 
Phe genuine Effect of that would be, never 
to let our Endeavours of doing Good 155 
ſhort of our Ability, and Opportu 
doing it: The infallible - Confequi 
of that is 4 general Amity, un 
good Will, and a Circulatien of butter 
Kindneſſes. All thoſe'worthy Deeds we 
then be as many in the Sig At of God, 
ave the! mbnifold Opypltutitles of ber. 
forming them. For our holy Religion in- 
ſpires a ſincere Generoſity; very far beyotid 
our common, artificial Civility. The for- 
mer directe to do the "Courteſy cotdralh, 
which the other acts over with hearth 
Oertures of artful Kindnefs: Verbally 
pretending another's Intereft, but verify in. 
tending nothing more than his own. Whilſt 
the true Friend and Servant of Chriſt would 
haye the Action terminate in a ſublimet 
Principle, taking its Riſe from his Com- 


3 and lange as his * N 
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Fo or thus it is commanded; Let. Love bs 
without difſimulation *... 7 no man ſeek bis 
own j but every man anot bers wealth b. E. 
very one of us pleaſe bis Neighbour: for his 
00d, to. edification.||.. Serve one. another by 
7 5 Owe 0 man any thing but to love 
one „ Charity ſeeketh not her 


own f F. Jove as brethren, be piriful, be 


i us le 

| od of 7 4 Converſe, —_ 
5 121 us to one another, there is no cal+ 
ling in the Loan, till he calls us to himſelf. 
To lay out our Talent therefore upon our 
ſelves is to hide it in a Napkin, and be ac- 
countable at the Day of Judgment: When 
there will not be one Argument, one Com- 
paſſion on our Side, if our Neighbour is 
nothing the better for us: But rhey ſball 
receive Fudgment without Mercy who ſbem d 
n Mercy. The doing no Injury is a nega- 
tive Sort of Chriſtianity. to meet hereaf- 
ter with a Negative, 2. e. no Reward. The 
Religion of the World, and the Spirit that 
rules its Children bids a Man do good to 
himſelf, and corrupt Men will 3 well 
of them, as, the Pſalmiſt long ago experi- 
enced. Still, to level and confine all to 
elf, regardleſs of al” the World: beſides, 
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the Power of it. For God has made it 
one of the chiefeſt Aims, and Praiſe of his 
true and undefiled Religion, to be ſervicea- 


ble to as many as we can; to exert our 


beſt Endeavours for redreſſing the Wants, 
abating the Miſeries, and increaſing the 
Happineſs of all around us, and as many 


afar off as the Lord our God ſhall call to par- 


take of the Abilities he has given us. This 
Civil Piety of doing all the Good we can 
whilſt we live, He has made the main De- 
votion of his Service, even preferable to 
his own 1mmediate Worſhip, whenever 
they interfere ; I will haue mercy and not 
ſacrifice -— ith ſuch Sacrifices as 


thoſe of Mercy He is -well pleaſed. What 


Imitation of Him can be ſo pleafing, as that 


perfe& one, which renders us ſo many ſen- 


fible Gods to one another; ſiding with Di- 
vine Providence for the Conſervation of the 
World? Every Man endeavouring to do to 
his few, with his finite Ability; what God 
does to his innumerable Myriads with His 
infinite, good Power. This glorifies our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven: This lights up 
the Name of Chriſtian in an amiable Shi- 


ning before Men: This adorns the Goſpel 
of Chriſt Feſus beyond all Syſtems of Reli - 


gion; at the ſame time, it brings Pleaſure ta 
his ſympathizing Bowels, now at the Right 


Hand of God, the Founder, and Examplar 
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of dur moſt Excellent Religion, and the 
World's greateſt BenefaQor,' © 

. Who pleaſed not himſelf; But went" ins: 
hing good, in the Form of the Servant of 
all, 1. e. Miniſter to all Men for their 
greateſt Good. Whoſe Divine Maxim of 
Pubhek Vertue, verify'd' by conſtant Pra- 
tice,” was, Ir is better to give, than to re- 
cke. And this Mind, as it follows the 
Text, ought tobe in us, his Diſciples, in 
ſome becoming Meaſure, which was alſo in 
Chriſt Feſus. We otherwiſe plainly dege- 
nerate from the Name of Diſciple, or Chri- 
ſtian; living ànd acting by the contrary, 
that of an illeberal, ſelith. worldly, and 
ungodly Diſpoſition. He Who like Him, 
ſerves Uher moſt in Humility and Conde 
ſcenſion, in relieving Miſeries, removing 
ſenorances, advancing Happineſs, in every 
Capacity he has received, has copied out 
moſt of Chyiff;, and is in Honour greateſt in 
his Kingdom: Not like the Generality of 
the! World, who place Greatneſs in being 
able to Rule, for the ſake of Oppreſſing 
others, and kiomourire themſelves: But he 
that will be Great, or Chief among Bre- 
thren, let him be fervant M all; let him 
miniſter to the Benefit of all he can, ac- 
counting even Government itſelf a generous 
Servility. Nay, whoever'beft performs the 
Commandment of Loving and Serving 


others}-as-Chriſt loved us, is in a true: Ac- 
„ : T D > count 
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In ſhort, was our common ' Religion pra- 
ctis d by thoſe of this Kingdom, who call 
_ themſelves Chriſtian, was it followed in its 
- preſent Character of looking on the Things 
of others, for promoting Things profitable 
ta many, to the Public, we ſhould outſhine 
all the Nations of the Earth in the Bravery 
of Britiſh, or in other Words, in the Virtue 
of Chriſtian Spirits, VV 
5 75 . ee 


„ Tr1s is (ſays an eloquent Commen- 
© tator*) the Canon of moſt perfect Chri- 
« ſhanity, this is an exact Boundary, this 
* 1s the higheſt Top of it, to ſeek Things 
profitable to many, to the Public. 
As to that ſelfiſh Spirit, which is indo- 
lent to the Good of others, thinking no- 
thing near or dear beyond Perſonal Reſpects, 
directing all Care, and engröſſing all Suc- 
ceſs for that alone; glad to riſe upon the 
Harms of others, and feady to occaſion 
them for the purpoſe, our Apoſtle proteſts, 
and prophecies againſt it with all Diſſuaſion, 
Warning, and Arraignment of the moſt de- 
generous Principle, ſuch as would 'occa- 
fion all the perilous Times enſuing the 
Introduction of Chriſtianity: imputing it 
expreſſy to that very Inſtigation F, why 
Men are covetous, bod ſterr, proud, blaſphe- 
mers, diſobedient to Parents, untbankful, un- 
Holy, without natural Affection, Tyuce-breakers, 
falſe Accuſers, incontinent, fierce, Deſpiſers 
of thoſe that are good, Traitors, heady; high- 
minded, Ioytrs bf pleaſures more than lovers 
of God. Where a Diſregard to the Good of 
the Public controuls, Love of Lite degene- 
rates into Puſalinimity againſt the common 
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Enemy; Love of the Supports of it into 
Ambition and Avarice; Love of Praiſe into 
Vanity; and the Apprehenſion of any in- 
tended In ju -4 into Revenge, or Duels : But 
K thoſe Extreams with a true public 
Spirit, and all thoſe Evils would be done 
away. 

SE EIN G then ſo many Injuſtices 4 in 
Name, Body, and Eſtate; through Malice, 
Avarice, Ambition, Pride, Envy, Partiality, 
the receiving of Bribes, the betraying of 
Friends; from immoderate Pleaſures, pur- 
loining from the Publick, Diſreſpect to Supe- 
riors, and the bad Execution of good Laws, 
with the manifold. Train of Evils conſe- 
quent from every of theſe. are all and every 
of them reſolveable into it; how abhorrent 
ſhould it be to us as Men : > How deteſtable 
to us all as Chriſtans? 

PROCEED we now 1n the 5 


III. A ND laſt Place to e ſome Sip ns 
and Effects of a regular Diſcharge 1 4 
public Spirit in all e of. Men 
Inorg ike 5 8 


1 45 In general, Pf ng Talia tens: of this 
incumbent Duty may be known in any Per- 
ſon from his Behaviour to Cotemporaries; 
and to Poſterity : In the two Articles (1.) 
Of doing no Injury to either; (2 ) Of do- 
ing all the Good he can, to each, 
Airs 
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WII reſpect to Cotemporaries; You 
ſee him affected with ardent Deſire for the 
general Good of Mankind, conſidering him- 
{elf as a Citizen of the World: And fo 
enlarged with the Sentiments of the Text, 
as to be mindful not to look on himſelf and 
his own Things, as the only Object of his 
Solicitude, or his Relations as all the World 
to him, or his -own Church as the only 
Chriſtians; but ſo diſtinguiſhes his own State 
and Proportion, both in Civil Property, 

and Religious Liberty, as to allow eve 
one befides their Share, and Right, without 
any Encroachment on the one, or arbitrary 
Judging in the other. * 
Ab as to doing Good; He fo carefully 
repects the Things of others, as to extend 
his good Word, and Opinion as far as there 
is the leaſt Grounds to countenance it; and 
his Help, and good Offices to every Man's 
Need, of whatever Kind, as far as able. 
Remembring his religious Obligations to 
embrace ſuch Opportunities; conſidering 
well, that the Inhumanity of the niggardly 
Diſpoſition of always receiving, and never 
giving, is a Nuſanee to Community, as fa- 
tal to its Intereſts, as is the Grave to their 
Perſons. It is moreover a good Indication 
of the public ſpirited Man, that he reflects 
how much the Proſperity of Society de- 
pends upon the Favour of Almighty God, 
and therefore is induſtrious in promoting 
f Piety 
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Piety in himſelf, and others, and aſſiſting 
the Reformation of the Wieked, with all 
his Prudence: Beholding bad Men as Trai- 
tors to the Good of the Nation, and Num- 
bers of them as ſo many Incendiaries of the 
Divine Wrath, ſo many Authors of public 
Rees r 
WiIII regard to Poſterity; the Efforts 
of a public Affection are eſteem'd in the 
Methods of conſulting, and partaking in 
their Felicity, by deſigning the moſt gene- 
ral, and laſting Good. Seeing we live up- 
on a great many worthy Deeds and valua- 
ble Favours of thoſe that are gone before 
us, that is ſufficient Fee in Hand, to conſult 
as an Anceſtor, the Advantages of thoſe 
that come after. By Diſcoveries of 1mpor- 
tant Truths ; by uſeful Inventions fot the 
Conveniences of Life; by building for Re- 
ligion, for employing the Poor, for chari- 
table, and all uſeful Edveation, and for the 
Conveniences of Travel; by Planting ; by 
keeping Records; by ſtopping ill Prece- 
dents; by aſſenting to wholſome Laws and 
| Os, which are the Tie of all Or- 
der. „% oth 5 5 7: 


Secondly, Tx we remark the public ſpiri- 
ted Man, in Relation to Government, ſup- 
poſing him in an inferior Station; you ſee 
Him nevertheleſs commendably valuing 
himſelf upon an ardent Paſſio for the Gee, 
5 b Toft : 
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of his Country, overjoy'd at Victories over 
its Enemies, and caſt doun at every Dif- 
aſter, and Danger. And if he has Know- 
ledge with his Zeal, you perceive it inſpi- 
ring him with Reſolution and Courage for 
promoting its Honour and Intereſt in the 
preſent moſt depp Settlement, as the on- 
ly Means, under Heaven, for preſerving any 
Continuance of our Civil, and Religious 
Rights. Being well aſſured, and conſcious, 
as it were, to himſelf, by Parity of Neaſon 
from his on Body private, conſiſting of 
many Members incorporated together, Head 
with the Feet, for thecommon Preſervation 
of the Whole; That the Good of the WHOLE 
of the Body public, is likewiſe the inceptive 
Reaſon. of all Government, and Ground of 
thoſe Laws. which are the Life, and Preſer- 
vation of it; as well in reſpe& of every 
Government being the Ordinance of God, 
laying general Obligations to Submiſſion; as 
its being the Ordinance of Man, for its par- 
ticular Li mitations and Diſtribution of the 
ſupreme Power. Whatever therefore is the 
Reaſon of any Government, He is abfolute- 
ly certain, muſt evermore be the Meaſures 
of its Conſervation, and the great Law and 
Rule of all its Laws. And therefore de- 
monſtrates it to himſelf, when any neceſ- 
ſary Alteration ariſes, upon any Criſis, for 
the fake: of that fupreme Good, that the Sha- 
᷑rers in the ſupreme Power, who are left with- 
= | | in 
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in the Dominions of that Power, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be inveſted with all the Reaſon, and 
Authority of God, and Man, 4. e. with all 
the Reaſons of Government, for compaſſing 
the ſame; and all the reaſonable, and unpre- 
judiced Part of the World will evermore 
applaud the fame, For as every Law is a 
Means for attaming public Good, ſuch an 
End is always more neceſſary than any par- 
ticular Means: And conſequently whene- 
ver any particular Law does not happen to 
attain that End, in ſuch an unforeſeen Jun- 
cure, it is ſuperſeded,” of courſe, by any 
other Means that can attain it: Tho'1t may 
perhaps break the Form of a particular 
Law, it, at the ſame Time, improves the De- 
ſign of it; and ſo by invincible Proofs; and 
the moſt! controuling Reaſons drawn. from 
all Laws, and a} Conſtitutions, ſupplies 
the Defects ariſing from any particular 
Two Coobfrunon. in 1612092 007%; 
Such a one therefore greatly wonders. 
at, and equally pities, and laments the In- 
fatuation of ſuch ftrangely miſinformd 
Members of a: P roteſtant Society, ; who are 
for ſacrificing the public Good, nay every 
Thing valuable to the Conſciences of Pro- 
teſtants, to the Gratification of their pri- 
vate Spirit, and Conſcience: And all out of 
' a-ridiculous Notion of ſome Right, in a cer- 
tain Perſon, not only a Stranger to our Ho- 
ly Religion, hut its perfect Enemy; e 8 
5 V 
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the leaſt Appearance of Toleration to it. 
Which Right being granted to take place, 
 -would be the inevitable Ruin, and Deſtruction 
of the whole Religion, and Liberties of theſe 

Kingdoms. And for that ever ſacred, and 
debarring Reaſon, is never to be granted as 
any Right at all, by any one, who has any 
Notion of Society, any Judgment, any Va- 
lue left for the Proteſtant Religion, for him- 
ſelf, or for the Public. 9 

Or HER Tokens and excellent Effects of 

a public Spirit in a private Sphere are lau- 
dably ſeen, in the promoting Love and Uni- 
ty; foraſmuch as the Public is mightily 
ſerved by it, and ſadly obſtructed by the Spi- 
rit of Diſcord: And by obſerving thoſe Laws 
and Uſages of the Nation, thoſe of the 
Place where we live, and thoſe of one's Pro- 
feſſion, whatever it is: By making a Conſci- 
ence of wronging the Public of its Dues and 
Cuſtoms, as nuch as of injuring the Nerves 
of their own Protection: By thinking it 
their Duty, as well as the higheſt Service to 
the Public, to ſpeak honourably of their 
Superiors in the Adminiſtration of the 
State, ſo long as they certainly prove faithful 
to the public Welfare, and have that plain- 
ly at Heart, as much, at leaſt, as the ufual, 


and ever allowable, ſerving Themſelves, and 


Family. And whenever they can glory in 
the Happineſs of ſuch able, and faithful Mini- 
ſters, by thinking it as much a Merit in them- 
| ſelves to obey well, as for the other to go- 

yern well, 5 IN 
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.. In the next Place; among Superiors and 
Magiſtrates, to whom the Public, for its own 
Intereſt, has committed Dignity, and Truſt, 
you diſcerna public Spirit fervently diſplay- 
ing itſelf in their Integrity, and Watchfulneßs 
to perform that Condition of their Station. 
In their Vigilance for the common Good, they 
are therefore intent upon encouraging, and 
increaſing the Friends of the public Welfare; 
and detecting and diminiſhing its Enemies, 
They exert their Authority in protecting 
the Innocent, righting the Oppreſſed, and 
being a Terror to all Sorts of evil Doers; 
in the Maintenance of God's true Religion 
and Virtue, and in the Care of a god Exam- 
ple, with reſpect to all the ſacial Virtues, 
wherein alone they are ſuperior to other Sub- 
jects, of a Chriſtian Community. When the 
righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; 
when they are aſſured their own Protecti- 
on and Proſperity, is the others Care and 
Providence, they have reaſon to rejoice eve- 
ry Man under his own Vine, and under his 
own Fig-Tree, V 
IN a word, whether ſuperior or inferior, 
in the Practice of this Care and Reſpect of 
ſingle Perſons for many, and of every one for 
ochers, as well as themſelves, the public Wel- 
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fare would mightily flouriſh in all its Bran- 
ches. Throughout all Diſtricts for diſpen- 
ſing Juſtice there would none be found guil 
of injuring another, unleſs by chance, whic 
is no Guilt: and then the Crimes which tone 
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eſe Tribunals would diſappear, with 
em. But if Offences muſt come, in all Appeals 
to the Juſtice of the Community, Judge, and 
Jury, and Proſecutor, and Evidence, would 

all ſtill verify the Scripture Maxim, That 

the Law is 2 if a Man uſe it lawfully, t. e. 
with the ſame public Spirit wherewitk it 
was form' d: never out of private Pique ar 
Revenge, or Proſpect of a Deciſion termina- 

ting ſolely in private Self; but with a good 
Conſcience for preſerving Property, de- 
ciding Rights, and chaſtizing Offenders; 
wherein all others of the ſame Community 

are equally coneern'd with Self. Your 
Wrongs would all be redreſs'd, your Pro- 
perties impartially regulated, and Righte- 
ouſneſs would flow down theſe Territories 
with a mighty Stream; and all the ambi- 

ent Parts would be water'd and comforted 
from this high Source of public Righteouſ- 
neſs, great in Solemnity, great in Dignity. 
Having now ſeen ſome Signs and To- 

kens of an unfeign'd public Spirit in the ſe- 
veral Degrees amongſt us; and how much 
Chriſtianity enforces. the natural Obliga- 
tions which Society has ſubjected us all to, 

not to be defective therein; and that it. is 

not only conſiſtent with the Love of our 
ſelves, but the true Prudence, and Per- 
fection of it: What remains, but that the 
Leal of ſome ſhould provoke very many ? 
I Stirring up and keeping alive the Spirit that 
n them, and kindling it in others where 
„ | It 
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it is wanting. If you have any "Av ite 
for Praiſe and Eſteem, this is the Road to 
Eminence, and Fame. ns rage the 
Public in all Ages ever was, "and 
will be the firſt Merit, or Pieter of 
Honour above others. The Virtues of ſuch 
2 Spirit are in great Eſtimation both with 
God, and Man, and have a Power of « captt- 
vating both. He is the beloved of God; 
and Man, who does moſt Good to his Coutt: 
try, and to the Place where he lives, ac- 
cording to his Ability ; the worthieſt Sub- 
ject, the moſt valuable Citizen, the Patron 
of Society, and the common E riend of Hu 
man Nature, 

Ix a word, the Dig onity of Angels then 
ſelves 1s ſet forth Fo their being mint- 
ſtring Spirits to the Good of others: and 
the great Superiority and Glory of the Spe- 
cles that is a little lower than them, is moſt 
conſpicuous above the Brute Kind, and above 
all others of our own Kind, from the moſt 
diffuſive Deſires of the Good of others : tht 
more intent upon thoſe Endeavours, the 
more Divine is their Conduct, the more 
Noble is their Character. To adminiſter 
all our Faculties to theſe great, and good 
Ends, is one one chief end of our Living 
and the Spring of our Greatneſs in this 
World, and that which is to come. It 15 
Royal; it is Angelic; it is Godlike. 
| May eu2ry one that departs hence, be 

come remarkable for the Praffice. * 
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